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[Abstract]

A Collaborative Autoethnography about Kinesiology Master
Program Experience in South Korea from A Chinese Graduate
Student’s Perspective

Jiang, Xiaohang
Graduate student, Gyeongsang National University

Hong, Deockki
Associate professor, Gyeongsang National University

The purpose of this study is to examine Kinesiology master program experience in South
Korea from a Chinese graduate student’s perspective. To this end, this study used
collaborative autoethnography. Specifically, the data were collected from research note,
individual interviews, and related documents for one year. The data were analyzed based on
content analysis, inductive and deductive coding procedure. For the trustworthiness of this
study, triangulation, member checking, and expert meeting were conducted. The results
were as follows: First, ‘becoming beginning researcher (chronological view)" which revealed
‘an alien’s adaptation to graduate school’ and ‘a difficulty to conduct research as a foreign
student.” Second, ‘joining academic community (relational view) which revealed ‘academic
adviser and me: the mentor-mentee relationship,” ‘graduate school colleagues and me:
another family,” and ‘me from internal view: living as an alien.” Discussion and future
suggestion were provided. This study implies that international student's graduate school
experience to become a beginning researcher need to be carefully considered.

Keywords: Chinese graduate student, collaborative autoethnography, academic community,
graduate school program, Kinesiology



